ON THE ENDEMICITY OF CHOLERA IN CALCUTTA.
In the Report of the International Sanitary Conference on the " Origin, Endemicity, Transmissibility, and Propagation of Cholera," the question was put?do we know the causes by the concurrence of which cholera had its birth spontaneously in India, as well as the circumstances making it assume an epidemic form ?
They answer that it is impossible as yet to fix the circumstances in a satisfactory manner, but conclude that if the origin of cholera is ever to be discovered, it must be in India, where the disease preTails endemically in certain circumscribed localities.
Hypotheses are, however, they say, not wanting as to the cause of it3 endomicity in Bengal; the principal of theso are, first, the fermentation under a burning sun of the animal and vegetable detritus, with which the soil in the alluvial deltas of the Ganges and Brahmapootra rivers are impregnated; second, the Hindoo custom of casting half-burnt corpses into the sacred river ; thirdly, the ruin, through the neglect of the The proposed scheme of bringing water by pipes from a distance into Calcutta, is a happy thought, and one of the greatest blows that the community can deal at the endemicity of cholera.
The fear is that many Hindoos will from caste prejudices refuse it, but a great body of the people will be relieved of the necessity of using cholera-poisoned tank water, and the disease will be liecked ; checked not only in the individual, but in the community where he might become a focuschecked also in the country to which it is pretty well known that Calcutta lias more than once proved a focus of infection.
